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Mold snow taxes and

~living wage on the agenda

By FATIMAH WASEEM | -

) Carvmg out space for commumtyA
services in this fiscal 'year was a major
talking -point at ‘the . Howard County -

" Council’s annual discussion, orgamzed by -

- the Association of Commumty Servxces of

Howard County. -
Addressmg representatwes from non—

- profit organizations, community” organi-
. zation and residents on Tuesday, council
" . members laid out their legislative priori- -

ties. and urged the audience to aggres-
sively ‘advocate for. commumty servmes

-and human service delivery.

““In’ reality we need village boards;
nonprofit organizations and residents to

speak about their needs. so that we can -
* then utilize our ability to hopefully impact-
.. inclusion of funding,” said Councilwoman"
. Mary Kay Slgaty “The more times you say

", itthe harderitistoignore”-
County Councﬂ Cha1rman Calvm Ball ;

'DA\'("‘,‘EEB;izs;'vzow ]

announced two new pleces of- legislation
‘e plans to pre-file on Thursday. The first’

- would allow the Howard County Environ-

* mental - Sustainability Board to review

-+ mold:related reports .and make recom-.
~mendations to the council and the county

* executive. The second would allow resi-
dents more time to shovel sidewalks in the -
eventofa state of efergency is declared. .

The . discussion revealed concerns

about -current legislation, including the. -

proposed  phase-out of the stormwater

remediation fee, the county’s new website™
“andCounty Executive Allan Kittleman’s
- bid to’ reorganize the Department of
Citizen Services and the éounty’s afford- -
. able housing entities.

Sigaty said she was- h‘ustrated the

vcouncﬂ had to revisit the stormwater fee.

“T-wish we didw’t have to work on this”:

- Sigaty said, as couneil meinbers nodded'm
- unison.. “VVe'already worked on it”

*. The couricil will also revisit leg‘islation

passed after months of debate in 2013 that -

would change the structure -of the

‘county’s growth tiers, a stafe-mandated .
" §ystem that protects the. Chesapeake Bay'

ﬁ'om the harmful effects of septic: systems

Cuncﬂ lobb nitnuth gfoups for adecacjt

Councll Vice. Chaeran Jon Wemstem
said he will' continue ‘to prioritize the -

revitalization of historic Elkridge, citing’
numerous rundown homes and a lack of -

good infrastructure.

" Councilwoman, Jen Terrasa sa.td she

will push for efforts to address mental
health issues and institute a living wage. -

* " _“The operating budget will give us a -
preview of ‘what kind of battles We re -

goingto have?” Terrasasaid:

Addressmg questions- “about the

_county’s aging infrastructure, Terrasa said

-the county has a clear choice: - “Pay now or-

_pay more later”
Problems with the county’s water
mains became mcreasmgly evident wheén

‘two water main bieaks occurred- during-

thJs year’s blizzard, Weinstein said. -

the county dipped.“When'a water puri-

fication plant stopped working, the county -

had to reroute water ﬁ'om a djfferent
. source; Sigaty said.”

- Turning to Kittleman’s proposed reor—v

ganization, ¢ouncil members said they
need more mformatlon to better under-

stand nnphcat:ons of Klttleman S proposal ;

to sever the Housmg Commlssmn from '
‘the Department of Hotising - and Commu-

- nity Development.

. While Sigaty said she supported furn-

i mg the “housing commission loose to do

the work. it is “supposed to-do she
questloned giving . the ‘housing depart-
ment- the. responsibility to oversee com-
‘munityservice partnerships. - ,
“Having grants does not mean that you
have the expertise to look across all. of

~them,” shesaid. -

"The question; Sigaty sa1d is- how the- -

'two -entities Would hold hands once they’ ’

Ball reiterated the need for a- more‘
collaborative community” - process to

- understand the unphcatlons of the reor-

o . ganization.’
“Water pressure in-the southern part of

- Jackie Eng, an Association. of Commu—

nity Services member, ‘challenged the -

audience to stage a strong showing at a
pubhcbudget hearing March 4. o

. “Nagging is a good. ‘thing” Eng said.

“You have all the stories, that can make a

difference”
Councilmar_l Greg Fox ‘was not ‘in

. attendance
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