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EDITORIAL 

Crucial to new county budge;t,,i;s, 
flood control jllndsfor Ellic~tt~,·eity 

When a hard rain hits Historic Ellicott City, business­
and home QVVners get justifiably nervous. Powerful storms 
have atendencytoback up culverts, pour water into yards 
andbasements.and swell the Patapsco River. 

The results are often closed shops, flooded basements 
and loss ofbelongings. And, perhaps as significant, a lack 
of faith that anyone in the county is even listening. 

Flooding in downtown Ellicott City has been a problem 
for years, mainly on the town's west side. Despite 
spending money to study the dilemma and making 
promises to fix things, the problems continue. During the 
county executive campaign, Allan Kittleman promised to 
find a way to put a greater focus on the issue ifhe was 
elected. 

It appears he has. 
In his 2016 capital budgetrele~ed earlier this month, 

Ki.ttleman has included $6.4 million for stprmwater 
remediation councywide. In that funding is $200,000 to 
repair the parking lot behind the old post office on Main 

· Street in Ellicott City. In addition, the budget includes 

$3.25 million. from a grant spec;ific;allytal;~tedtoitllicott 
City repairs.. . ..... ·. . . .. . .... ·.·, 

Ofcour~~' the ~~pital bud,gethas ~t'tc)b .. etappto~dby 
the CountyCouncil,~o~l,lloney,,i~xrt~(intheb~~ ~o to 
speak. That apprqvals4gulqeoll,1e}\I.Iay~P~}'1~~tl1~ 
county's operatingbud~tis~o*llll~or~¥I>:ro~.~utone 
would hope thattll,~.·~qt;rilcilwilb~,~~~ft~~~l~Q~e~p~ 
the funds in place. First-time.po~.~Joxiyv-~~teil\ 
who represents Ellicott City al\~}'VllO ~sR 
bringing flood rep1~diationw f:4e~stpfi~ 
the advocate there.. . .· .... ·· .. ·····.··. · ···· ... · . . , <:• · .. · .. ··••······ .. '·~~:, 

·. As wemq1re ~J7War~~QthJteipstein,.:1Ad~~.1<iti;l~man 
admirrlstrationneed.tole~:ppu~~£o~ ..•........ these 
repairs! kee,pi:Qgtheeffec;t~~·l'arti~sinthe~lg~~·~e/~~tire 
time;:Afteryears.of prollliseS,,w~ canun#l"~~dtllat 
theremi,ghtstill beskepticism~~t.4~~}~}~ ·· .. · ... · . ayi 

While ~ud~tirlgthemo~eyiS,~al>ig~ep, ......... ~~ral 
solution won't cqme until the workers shoW*\ll?9nthe 
scene. WehQP,e .. ~at'sloug.before ~e have anqther 
significant,r~all~ 
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