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DECISION AND ORDER
The Board of License Commissioners for Howard County, Maryland (the “Liquor Board”), pursuant to Rule 1.02(A) of the Liquor Board Rules and Regulations, has delegated the authority to hear and decide cases to the Alcoholic Beverage Hearing Board for Howard County, Maryland (the “Hearing Board”). 

On July 8, 2014, the Hearing Board heard the application of Anthony Michael Guarino and Rosa G. Guarino, (“Applicants”), on behalf of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos, ("Concordia, Inc."), for a new Class B Beer, Wine, and Liquor 7-day on-sale license for a 3,150 square foot restaurant with a 600 square foot outdoor patio located at 710 Lisbon Center Drive, Units L, M, N, Woodbine, Maryland 21797.  The hearing was properly advertised pursuant to Article 2B of the Annotated Code of Maryland.  The Applicants were represented by David F. Mister, Esquire.  There were no Protestants who appeared in opposition to the application.  

All the documents on file were incorporated into the record by reference.  These include the following:  the application; a copy of the floor plan; a copy of the Articles of Incorporation for Concordia, Inc.; the background investigation questionnaire from Rosa Gemma Guarino and Anthony Michael Guarino; a memorandum dated May 28, 2014, from the Liquor Board to the Alcoholic Beverage Inspector, the Department of Inspections, Licenses and Permits, the Bureau of Environmental Health and the Department of Planning and Zoning; the background investigation for the Applicants from the Alcoholic Beverage Inspector dated July 2, 2014; an email dated May 30, 2014, from the Department of Inspections, Licenses, and Permits;  a memorandum dated May 28, 2014, from the Department of Planning and Zoning; a letter dated July 8, 2014, from the Office of the Fire Marshal; a memorandum dated July 8, 2014, from Bureau of Environmental Health; a letter dated May 28, 2014,  to the Department of Finance; a letter dated May 29, 2014, from the Department of Finance; a letter dated May 28, 2014, to the Comptroller of Maryland; a letter dated  June 18, 2014, from the Comptroller of Maryland; an email from the Liquor Board Administrator enclosing a fax transmission to the Applicants’ attorney, and a letter dated May 28, 2014, with notification of the hearing date and the necessity to advertise; a memorandum dated June 18, 2014, from the Alcoholic Beverage Inspector stating the premises had been posted

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Anthony Michael Guarino, Vice President and 50% shareholder of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos, was sworn and testified that he has lived in Howard County for more than two years, and is a registered voter.  Mr. Guarino testified that he is not alcohol awareness certified, but that he will take another alcohol awareness course.  Mr. Guarino testified that he and his wife are co-applicants for the liquor license.  

Mr. Guarino testified that he has been in the restaurant business for 23 years.  Mr. Guarino testified that he has owned and worked at multiple restaurants with liquor licenses.  Mr. Guarino testified that he operated Barmax, a restaurant consulting business.  Mr. Guarino testified that he is currently working part-time as a bar manager at Mt. Airy Tavern in Carroll County.

Mr. Guarino testified that Tony Locos, if approved, will be a neighborhood restaurant with a bar.  Mr. Guarino testified that it will be family oriented, and will offer American, Italian and Puerto Rican food.  Mr. Guarino testified that he canvased the area and spoke to the other business owners in the shopping center, and received positive feedback.


Mr. Guarino testified that the restaurant is 3,150 square feet, and that they will have a small, 600 square foot outdoor patio.  There will be 26 seats at the bar, and 99 seats in the restaurant.  Mr. Guarino testified that they plan to offer full service meals at the bar.  The hours of operation for the first month will be Sunday through Thursday, 4:00 P.M. to 12:00 midnight, and Friday and Saturday, 4:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M.  After that, Mr. Guarino testified that after the first month, he will open for lunch at 11:00 A.M. during the week, and 10:00 A.M. on Saturday and Sunday.  Mr. Guarino testified that he will employ approximately 15 to 20 employees.  Mr. Guarino testified that he hopes to open mid-September.

Mr. Guarino testified that prior to opening, he plans to have group training sessions with his employees.  He will have all servers and bartenders' alcohol awareness certified.

Mr. Guarino testified that regarding not disclosing some of the traffic violations, he did not try to mislead the Board.  Mr. Guarino testified that all but one incident was 25 to 30 years ago.  Mr. Guarino testified that he currently does not have any points on his driving record.

With regards to the incomplete areas on his background questionnaire relating to employment, Mr. Guarino testified that he was involved with many establishments, and that he would come and go, so it was hard to document the exact dates. 

Rosa G. Guarino, was sworn and testified that she is the President and 50% shareholder of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos, and that she has prior experience in the restaurant business as a hostess.  Ms. Guarino testified that she will help out at the restaurant administratively, but will work from home.  Ms. Guarino testified that she will become alcohol awareness certified, and that she understands her responsibility as a licensee.

Ms. Guarino testified that regarding question 15 on the application, her answer is yes.


Wayne Dickey, Vice President of Presidential Bank, was sworn and testified in support of the application.  Mr. Dickey testified that he is the brother-in-law of Anthony and Rosa Guarino.  Mr. Dickey testified that Anthony Guarino has matured since he opened his first restaurant, and that he is very proud of him and his success.  Mr. Dickey testified that Mr. Guarino does an excellent job with food and service.


Lawrence Quigley, was sworn and testified that he is in support of the application.  Mr. Quigley testified that he lives two miles away from the proposed location and that he feels it is necessary to accommodate the public.  Mr. Quigley testified that he knows the Applicants, and that he feels they are fit and proper.

The following Exhibit was entered into record:

Exhibit #1 – an overview of Lisbon Center












Pursuant to Rule 6.13 of the Liquor Board Rules and Regulations, the Applicants' attorney waived the right to request the Liquor Board to hear the case.

 
Based on the evidence presented at the hearing, the Hearing Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:
FINDINGS OF FACT

1.
The Hearing Board finds that Anthony Michael Guarino and Rosa G. Guarino on behalf of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos have applied for a new Class B Beer, Wine, and Liquor 7-day on-sale license for a 3,150 square foot restaurant with a 600 square foot outdoor patio located at 710 Lisbon Center Drive, Units L, M, N, Woodbine, Maryland 21797.  

2.
The Hearing Board finds that the Applicants are fit and proper persons to hold an alcoholic beverage license. 


3.
The Hearing Board finds that Anthony Michael Guarino has been a Howard County resident for more than two years, is a registered voter, and 50% owner of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos.

4.
The Hearing Board finds that the granting of the application is necessary for the accommodation of the public.


5.
The Hearing Board finds that the granting of the application will not unduly disturb the peace and safety of the residents in the neighborhood.
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

 1.
The Hearing Board concludes that Anthony Michael Guarino and Rosa G. Guarino on behalf of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos have applied for a new Class B Beer, Wine, and Liquor 7-day on-sale license for a 3,150 square foot restaurant with a 600 square foot outdoor patio located at 710 Lisbon Center Drive, Units L, M, N, Woodbine, Maryland 21797.  



2.
The Hearing Board concludes that the Applicants are fit and proper persons to hold an alcoholic beverage license.


3.
The Hearing Board concludes that Anthony Michael Guarino meets the requirements of Rules 1.09(T), 1.09(U), 2.06, and 2.10 of the Liquor Board Rules and Regulations concerning resident agent qualifications. 


4.
The Hearing Board concludes that the granting of the application is necessary for the accommodation of the public.


5.
The Hearing Board concludes that the granting of the application will not unduly disturb the peace and safety of the residents in the neighborhood.

ORDER


For the foregoing reasons, by a 4 to 0 vote, it is this ____ day of  _________________, 2014, by the Alcoholic Beverage Hearing Board of Howard County, Maryland, ORDERED that the application of Anthony Michael Guarino and Rosa G. Guarino on behalf of Concordia, Inc., t/a Tony Locos for a new Class B Beer, Wine, and Liquor 7-day on-sale license for a 3,150 square foot restaurant with a 600 square foot outdoor patio located at 710 Lisbon Center Drive, L, M, N, Woodbine, Maryland 21797, be and the same is hereby GRANTED subject to the following conditions:

1. That this PROPOSED DECISION AND ORDER shall become final when the Applicants obtain the license, and comply with the following conditions:

(a) That the Applicants submit a photograph of the outdoor patio area for the Board to review; and

(b) That the Applicants comply with all State and County rules and regulations; and
(c) Failure to comply with these conditions and obtain the license before October 31, 2014, shall render this proposed Decision and Order null and void.  
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