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Joint Meeting of County Council and Board of Education 
March 16, 2016
C. Vernon Gray Room
8:30 a.m.


In attendance: Calvin Ball, Jon Weinstein, Greg Fox, Mary Kay Sigaty, Jennifer Terrasa, Christine E. O’Connor, Ann De Lacy, Bess Altwerger, Sandra H. French, Ellen Flynn Giles, Cynthia L. Vaillancourt.

Staff:  Jessica Feldmark, Craig Glendenning, Renee Foose, Linda Wise, Joel Gallihue, Beverly Davis, Bruce Gist, Ebony Langford-Brown, Nancy Fitzgerald, Kathy Hanks.  

Dr. Ball called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m.

Budget update
Renee Foose and Beverly Davis provided an overview of the Board’s budget request for FY2017.  The capital budget request is $105 million, and the operating budget request is $856.4 million which represents an increase of 10.3%.  

Update and next steps on community conversation on racism 
Dr. Foose reported that the Committee for Diversity and Inclusion has been established and held its first meeting.  The committee will be looking at four areas: curriculum, professional development, student voice, and hiring.  Members discussed follow-up at Mt. Hebron and activities at other schools as well as the need for broader community approach beyond the school system. 

Projection accuracy report
Joel Gallihue presented the projection accuracy report and explained that their goal is to keep at least 85% of the school projections at an error rate of 5% or less.  Mr. Fox requested the school projection data going back five years to see how the accuracy has progressed.  

Recommendations from Special Education Opportunities Review and update on actions taken as a result
Ebony Langford-Brown and Nancy Fitgerald discussed recommendations from the review and how they are being implemented.  Ms. Terrasa requested a copy of the board report and all documents and data received from District Management Council (DMC), the consultants who conducted the review. 

Fire safety 
Bruce Gist explained that all buildings are inspected annually by the Fire Marshall.  The inspections are unannounced, and a report is issued following each inspection.  Building Services responds to any issues identified in the report, and then a report is issued in response to the corrective actions taken.  He also discussed custodians’ ongoing efforts to monitor conditions in the building.  

Procedures at Board of Education meetings
Kathy Hanks provided an overview of the Board’s policy for public participation and noted that the policy had just been updated.  She explained that there are five slots per session for public forum and that registration to speak at a public hearing is unlimited

The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 a.m.  
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