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DECISION AND ORDER

The Board of License Commissioners for Howard County, Maryland (the "Liquor

Board"), pursuant to Rule 1 .02(A) of the Liquor Board Rules and Regulations, has delegated

the authority to hear and decide cases to the Alcoholic Beverage Hearing Board for Howard

County, Maryland (the "Hearing Board").

On November 12, 2024, the Hearing Board heard the application of Edgar D.

Reynoso (the "Applicant") on behalf of Milfuego, LLC t/a Celia's Cuban Cuisine ("Celia's

Cuban Cuisine"), for a New Class B, Beer, Wine and Liquor, 7-day license for a 2,284 sq.

ft. restaurant located at 6420 Freetown Road, #165, Columbia, MD 21044.

The hearing was properly advertised, and the property posted pursuant to the

Alcoholic Beverages Article of the Annotated Code of Maiyland. The Applicant was not

represented by counsel and there were no protestants who appeared in opposition to the

application.

All the documents on file were incorporated into the record by reference.

SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY

Edgar D. Reynoso, 100% interest holder and proposed resident agent, was sworn in



and testified before the Hearing Board.

Mr. Reynoso testified that he has 25 years of experience in the restaurant industry

and that he started out as a server in high school. Mr. Reynoso stated that he did not attend

culinary school, but that he learned the business while working on the job. Mr. Reynoso

stated that he plans to work at the restaurant every day, and that he has no felonies or

gambling violations. Mr. Reynoso stated that he will be the owner and operator of the

restaurant and that he will be creating the dishes. Mr. Reynoso stated that he is familiar with

the Howard County Liquor Board Rules and Regulations, and that alcohol sales will be 10

percent of the total gross sales. Mr. Reynoso stated that the restaurant seats about 40 people

and that he wants to bring Cuban food to the area. Mr. Reynoso stated that he currently lives

in Prince George's County but that he plans to move to Howard County to be closer to the

restaurant. Mr. Reynoso stated that he currently owns Mad Cow in Laurel, Mad Cow 2 in

Brandywine, and Black Cow in Bowie. Mr. Reynoso stated that those restaurants are

established, that he is not on any of the liquor licenses, and that he is not at any of the

establishments very often. Mr. Reynoso stated that he had one entertainment violation, but

that he was not aware of a 2023 alcohol violation at Mad Cow. Mr. Reynoso stated that he

plans to be bought out of his other restaurants so that he will be able to focus on his new

business. Mr. Reynoso stated that the hours of operation will be Tuesday through Sunday

from 10:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and that he will be closed on Monday. Mr. Reynoso stated that

there will always be a manager on site, and that the restaurant is currently under construction.

Mr. Reynoso stated that he previously worked with an attorney to have an undisclosed

violation expunged.

Detective Mark Baxter was sworn in and testified before the Hearing Board.



Detective Baxter stated that the second page of the CJIS report was missing and that

there were 2 undisclosed criminal convictions for theft and violation of probation on

December 8, 2014. Detective Baxter stated that the background investigation he conducted

should not replace the CJIS report as it is a state law mandated requirement, and that the

second page of the CJIS report is required.

Hyunjae Shin from the Howard County Office of Law requested that Mr. Reynoso

resubmit questions 6, 7, 8 and 9 of his application, and he recommended that Mr. Reynoso

use a different fingerprinting location. Mr. Shin stated that Detective Baxter discovered 29

traffic violations in his background report and that they need to be disclosed. Mr. Shin stated

that, as the owner of other restaurants, Mr. Reynoso should inquire as to violations at those

restaurants.

Based on the evidence presented at the hearing, the Alcoholic Beverage Hearing

Board makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Hearing Board finds that Edgar D. Reynoso (the "Applicant") on behalf

of Milfuego, LLC t/a Celia's Cuban Cuisine ("Celia's Cuban Cuisine"), has applied for a

New Class B, Beer, Wine and Liquor, 7-day license for a 2,284 sq. ft. restaurant located at

6420 Freetown Road, #165, Columbia, MD 21044.

2. The Hearing Board finds that the Applicant is not a fit and proper person to

hold an alcoholic beverage license.

3. The Hearing Board finds that Edgar D. Reynoso is a Maryland state resident.

4. The Hearing Board finds that the granting of the application is not necessary

for the accommodation of the public.



5. The Hearing Board finds that with the number of undisclosed violations and

a missing page 2 of the CJIS report, this application cannot be heard.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Hearing Board concludes that Edgar D. Reynoso (the "Applicant") on

behalf of Milfuego, LLC t/a Celia's Cuban Cuisine ("Celia's Cuban Cuisine"), has applied

for a New Class B, Beer, Wine and Liquor, 7-day license for a 2,284 sq. ft. restaurant located

at 6420 Freetown Road, #165, Columbia, MD 21044.

2. The Hearing Board concludes that the Applicant is not a fit and proper person

to hold an alcoholic beverage license.

3. The Hearing Board concludes that Edgar D. Reynoso meets the requirements

of Rules 1.10(S), 1.10(T), and 2.06 of the Liquor Board Rules and Regulations concerning

resident agent qualifications.

4. The Hearing Board concludes that the granting of the application is not

necessary for the accommodation of the public.

5. The Hearing Board finds that with the number of undisclosed violations and

a missing page 2 of the CJIS report, this application cannot be heard.

ORDER

For the foregoing reasons, it is this ^<"day of J3^<<^^yJ^zTL> , 2024, by the

Alcoholic Beverage Hearing Board of Howard County, ORDERED that the application of

Edgar D. Reynoso (the "Applicant") on behalf of Milfuego, LLC t/a Celia's Cuban Cuisine

("Celia's Cuban Cuisine"), for a New Class B, Beer, Wine and Liquor, 7-day license for a

2,284 sq. ft. restaurant located at 6420 Freetown Road, #165, Columbia, MD 21044, be and

the same is hereby WITHDRAWN.
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