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Residential District Variance Petition
To the Howard County Hearing Examiner

1. Variance Request
Section Reference No. Rear 108.0.D.a.c(1 )(c)(ii), Side108.0.d.4.c(1 )(b)

Request (Describe):
Reduce the setbacks to 0' for the segmented block retaining wall built in the same location as the failed
timber retaining wall originally built by the developer. Part of the wall fails on the property line

2. Petitioner Information

Petitioner's Name: Arthur Sorak Trading As (if applicable)

Address: 10226 Shirley Meadow Ct, Ellicott City MD 21042

Phone No. CW) H43)8656105 W) @10)4MW27 Email Address: artsorak@yahoo.com

3. Council Information

Council for Petitioner:

Council Phone No.:

Counsel’s Address:

Email Address:

4. Property Identification

Add„„ .fs„bj„tP,.p„ty, 10226 Shirley Meadow Ct, Ellicott City MD 21042

Property Acreage: 0.47 Election District: 2nd Zoning District:

Tax Map # 0024 Grid 0007 Parcel/Lot No: 0740/55

Subdivision Name: (if applicable) (../ entennial Manor

Plat number and date: 6883 10_17_88

5. Petitioner's Interest in Subject Property:

E..] Owner (including joint ownership)

[ 1 Other (describe and give name and address of owner and attach owner’s authorization)



DATA TO ACCOMPANY PETITION

6. Variance plan:

No application for a variance shall be considered complete unless the plan indicates the required setback or

other requirement, and the requested variance from the subject setback or other requirement. The submitted

plans shall be folded to approximately 8 % x 14 inches. The plan must be drawn to scale and must include the
items listed below.

B](a) Courses and distances of outline boundary lines and the size of the property

(b) North Arrow

(c) Zoning of subject property and adjoining property
(d) Scale of Plan

(e) Existing and proposed uses, structures, natural features and landscaping

[ kf) Location and surface material of existing and proposed parking spaces, driveways, and points of access;
number of existing and proposed parking spaces

p](g) Location of an building and use restriction lines

B](h) Same as (a) through (g) above, of any adjoining, conaonting and vicinal properties as necessary for
proper examination of the petition, or, if applicable, a copy of the subdivision plat for the community

[](i) Location of well and private sewerage easement area, if property is to be served by private water and
sewer

B]a) Election district in which the subject property is located
(k) Tax Map and parcel number on which the subject property is located

(1) Name of local community in which the subject property is located or name of nearby community

B](m)Name, mailing address, telephone number (and e-mail address, if any) of the petitioner

[–](n) Name, mailing address, telephone number (and e-mail address, if any) of attorney, if any
(o) Name and mailing address of property owner
(p) Floor area and height of structures, setback distances from property lines, and other numerical values

necessary for the examination of the petition

B](q) Location of subject property in relation, by approximate dimension, to the center line of nearest
intersection of two public roads

[](r) Ownership of affected roads

[/](s) A detailed description of all exterior building materials for all proposed structures

[ kt) Any other information as may be necessary for full and proper consideration of the petition

A
A

A

A

7. Variance

(a) Describe why the application of the Zoning Regulations in question to your particular property would

result in practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in complying strictly with the bulk requirements:

1. The physical character of the property is different from the character of the surrounding

properties because of its

/ Narrowness / Shallowness / Shape / Topography



AL , , . , Previous 105' long timber retaining wall failed. It was replaced by a segmented block retaining wall in the
Other (explain) s;ir;IJcatiJn."G;IF'i;";;lo=r:;r;'tL-;rigin;i-iI;t b:in:F;;;he-bri8i rl;7sit i'd;v; iiil::: il;= Xc;j:;niH;;

property owner has granted on easement to be used for maintenance of the area above the wan.

2. The uniqueness of the property prevents me from making a reasonable use of the property
because:

A new retaining waH with a 10' setback would overlap parts of the existing structure including the deck and
be within 6' of the oorner of the residence. Elimination of the retaining waH in lieu of restoring the original
slope would likely result in water drainage issues around the foundation of the existing residence.

(b) The intended use of the property, in the event the petition is granted:

Existing Residence. The new segmented block retaining wall replaced, in the same location, a
failed timber retaining wall that was installed by the original developer.

(c) Any other factors which the Petitioner desires to have considered:

An easement agreement for maintenance of the wall has been executed with the owners of
the adjoining property and has been filed with Howard County by the attorney.

(d) Explain why the requested variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief

A new retaining wall with a 10' setback would overlap parts of the existing structure including the
deck and be within 6' of the comer of the residence. Elimination of the retaining wall in lieu of
restoring the original slope would likely result in water drainage issues around the foundation of
the existing residence.

(e) if the requested variance is granted, would it increase traffic to or from the site?

/ No Yes, if yes, explain:

(f) Describe in detail all means of vehicular access onto the site (i.e. width, type of paving, etc.)

Existing residence with paved driveway.

(g) Describe the topography of the site:
Hillside within Centennial Manor Subdivision

Adjoining properties: Lot A 10230 Shirley Meadow Ct (2 Story - 2322SF), Lot 56 10222 Shirley Moadow Ct (2
story - 291&SF), Lot 64 10219 Feaga Farm Ct (2 story - 2160SF), Lot 65 10219 Fe8ga Farm Ct (2 story - 2110SF).
Lot 37 Dept. of Parks and Rec. Open Spaoe (No structures)

(h) Will the existing or proposed structure be visible from adjacent properties?

explain:

No J Yes, if yes,

Existing residence. Failed timber retaining wall was replaced with a segmented block retaining wall in the same location.
It is behinf the residence so not easily visible from neighboring properties.

(i) Describe any existing buffering or landscaping:

Split rail fence along top of retaining wall with landscaping consisting of native plant flower beds.

8. Prior Petitions

Has any petition for the same variance, or substantially the same variance as contained herein, for the same

property as the subject of this petition, been disapproved by the Hearing Examiner within twenty-four (24)

months of the date of this petition? / No Yes



If yes, and six (6) months have elapsed since the last hearing, an affidavit setting forth new and different
grounds on which re-submittal is based must be attached.

9. Additional Material, Fees, Posting, and Advertising:

(a) if desired, supplemental pages may be attached to the petition. The following number of petitions, plans
and supplemental pages must be submitted:

• Original and 3 copies (application & plans)

(b) The undersigned agrees to furnish such additional plats, plans, reports or other material as may be

required by the Department of Planning and Zoning and/or the Hearing Examiner in connection with the

filing of this petition.

(c) The undersigned agrees to pay all costs in accordance with the current schedule of fees.

(d) The undersigned agrees to properly post the property at least fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing and to

maintain the property posters as required, and submit an affidavit of posting at, or before the time of the

hearing.
(e) The undersigned agrees to insert legal notices, to be published one (1) time in at least two (2)

newspapers of general circulation in Howard County, as prepared and approved by the Department of

Planning and Zoning, within at least fifteen ( 15) days prior to the hearing, and to pay for such advertising

costs; and further agrees to submit two (2) approved certificates of the text and publication date(s) of the
advertisement at or before the time of the hearing.

10. Planning Board Review

The Hearing Examiner may, at its discretion, refer a residential district variance petition to the Planning
Board for review and a recommendation

11. Signatures

The undersigned hereby affirms that all of the statements and information contained in, or filed with, this petition are true
and correct.

The undersigned has read the instructions OIlthis form, filing herewith all of the required accompanying information.

2/a '/'2f
Date

Signature of Attorney Date
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Real Property Data SeaM ( )
Search Result for HOWARD COUNTy

Vl•w H•p VIew GroutwIR ent RedemptIon Vl&w GroundR•nt RHb BatIon

=Fnctal Tax Recapture: None
Account Id•ttB6ec Dlstrkt . 02 Aaaount Nt#ntnr - 3CB344

Ownor Information
Owner Name: SORAK ARTHUR JR

SORAK BONNIE S T/E
10226 SHIRLEY MEADOW CT
ELLiCOTr crrY MD 210424833

Un:
PHndpal Re8kterw:
thed Re6ennn:

RESiDEVriAL
YES

/07603 00492HaIIIng Addn,u:

Location & Structure Information
PrHnbe8 AddrBu: 10228 E SHIRLEY MEADOW CT

ELLiCOTr crrY 210424000
Legal [b8crlp£kini LOT 55 .487 A

10226 SHIRLEY MEADOW CT
CEMrENNiAL MANOR 51 AR 2
ent Yen Plat No:

PUt Ret
NO: GrId: Parcel:
0024 0007 0740

Town: NaH

N•lehborhood:
2070701.14

SutHtvbk#1:
7102

S::tk)n: As=88
2022

6883

PrImary Structure BuIlt
1989

Atnv• Grad• LivIng Area
2.576 SF

Flnblud B8•ernent Ana Pn>petty Land Ana
20.355 SF

County Use

StorIes Basemerit
2 YES

lyn
STANDARD UNIT

Ext8dw ChraHty FulVH•KBath
FRAME/ 5 2ha/l heH

Garage
IA88dnd

Last NotIce of Major Imprwemettts

Value InformatIon

Hse Value Value
Asor
Ol/O1/20a

314.600
333.800
648,400
0

Phaseln Asse8smentB

As of
07/01/2023

As of
07/01/2024

Lard:
Imprwotnettts
Tabl:
Pr8hr+RaIl Land:

255.600

355.600

611.200
0

636.000 648,400

Transfer InformatIon

Salbc CHENG FEI

VH: ARMS LENGTH IMPROVED

Dn: 0911/2003

ball: /07603/ 00492

PrtH: WO.000
C==$2:

Selbc CICCAREUO NICHOLAS J

WH: ARMS LENarH IMPROVED

Date: 08/08/1997
audI : /04033/ 00173

HIGH 8235.000
C==32:

SelleR CEMrENNiAL GROUP Join VEvruRE XXI

lyn, ARMS LENerH IMPROVEO

Dab: la26/1988
D88dl: /01806/ 00490

ntH: 8218.985

h:49:

ExemptIon InformatIon

Parti•l Exnnpt A••ab•aunts:
County:
Stab:
MunIcIpal:

a IIt KQcaDtufe: None

07/01/2023
0.00

0.00

o.oolo.oo

07mlf2024

o.oolo.oo

000

000

Homestead ApplicatIon InformatIon

HomesUed Applbabon SHUn: ApprlInd 02/17/2011

Homeowner8' Tax CredIt AppIIcatIon Infonnatlon

Horneown•r•' Tu CredIt APPkathin SHan: FO Applk=tron th&o:


