
HoCo by Design 

Howard County’s General Plan Update

1Every Voice, One Vision



Required every 10 years
(1960, 1971, 1982, 1990, 2000, 2012) 

Regular updates necessary to guide 
decisions: 

• development

• land preservation

• County services and capital projects

What is A General Plan?





The General Plan Is Not……



General Plan: 
A Few Considerations……..



















• Less Land Available for New Development: Contributes to affordability 
issues 
• According to US Census American Community Survey data (2014-2018), the median 

home value in Howard County is $448,000, the second highest in the State and the 
median gross rent is $1,690.

• Housing supply is generally defined by higher-end, for-sale, single-family 
product

• Housing can be more attainable with increased supply of smaller housing 
products (e.g., multifamily apartments, higher-density single-family 
attached or townhome options, single-family rental, etc.)

What Does This Mean for Housing Equity and     
Attainability?



HoCo By Design Project Schedule



Building Blocks for the General Plan

Community Ideas & Insights

General Assessments

Scenario Planning / ROI 
Analysis

Future Land Use Map

Vision, Goals & Policies



SCENARIO PLANNING



Future Land Use Map & Vision, Goals and Policies



Stay Informed and Next Steps

➢ Presentation of Themes & 
Feedback (January 2021)

➢ Quality of Life/ Equity 
Survey  (February 2021)

➢ Growth Choices Workshop            
(March 2021)



For more information and to get involved, check out 
www.hocobydesign.com and like us on Facebook!

http://www.hocobydesign.com/

