
HEALTH EQUITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE TERMS 

 

Health equity 

“When every person has the opportunity to ‘attain his or her full health potential’ and no one is 
‘disadvantaged from achieving this potential because of social position or other socially 
determined circumstances” 

Source: Whitehead M, Dahlgren G. Levelling Up (Part 1): A Discussion Paper on Concepts and 
Principles for Tackling Social Inequities in Health. World Health Organization. Available at 
https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/74737/E89383.pdf  

 

Health inequity  

Differences in health status or in the distribution of health resources between different 
population groups, arising from the social conditions in which people are born, grow, live, work 
and age. Health inequities are unfair and unjust.  

Source: World Health Organization. (2018) Health inequities and their causes. Available at 
https://www.who.int/news-room/facts-in-pictures/detail/health-inequities-and-their-causes  

 

Health disparities 

Differences in health outcomes that are closely linked with social, economic, and environmental 
disadvantage — driven by the social conditions in which individuals live, learn, work and play. 

Source: HHS Action Plan to Reduce Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities: A Nation Free of 
Disparities in Health and Health Care. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Washington, DC. Available at  
https://minorityhealth.hhs.gov/npa/files/plans/hhs/hhs_plan_complete.pdf  

  

Social determinants of Health:  

Non-medical factors that influence health outcomes. They are the conditions in which people 
are born, grow, work, live, and age, and the wider set of forces and systems shaping the 
conditions of daily life. These forces and systems include economic policies and systems, 
development agendas, social norms, social policies and political systems. 

 Source: World Health Organization. Social determinants of Health. Available at  
https://www.who.int/health-topics/social-determinants-of-health#tab=tab_1 
 

Environmental Justice 

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national 
origin, or income, with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and policies. 

Source: United States Environmental Protection Agency.2020. Environmental Justice. Available 
at https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/learn-about-environmental-justice 


