
Howard County Racial Equity Task Force 

Education: Meet and Greet Minutes 

Chair: Karen Randall 

Wednesday November 18, 2020 at 5:00 PM 

APPROVED 

Panelist present: Bita Dayhoff, Erika Chavarria, Grace Ko, Jackie McCoy, Mavis Ellis, Meina Liu, Natlie 
Pretzello, Patricia Silva, Ying Matties, Councilmember Deb Jung, Councilmember Opel Jones, Lauren Marra 
(Facilitator), Ashley Alston (D2), Michael Harris (D2), Ginnie Gick (D4), Charity Respass (Council staff), Theo 
Wimberly (Council staff) 

Not Present: Sabina Taj 

Opening:  

Charity Respass stated the meeting is being recorded.  

Karen Randall called the meeting to order and asked for brief introductions. 

Introductions:  

Karen Randall – taught in Howard County as an Elementary school music teacher for 32 years; living in the 
county for 52 years; lives in Howard County with her family; she had students attend the parade for 11 
years 

Bita Dayhoff – President of the Committee Action Council; fun fact: children were in Mrs. Randall’s class 
and attended some of those parades in Philadelphia  

Councilmember Deb Jung – chair of the County Council and expressed thanks for all offering their time 
and talent on the Task Force; fun fact: was a barmaid in London during her junior year abroad 

Jackie McCoy – she/her/hers; lived in Howard County for 30+ years; fun fact: from Richmond VA and was 
a gymnast who learned from a teacher who taught from a book 

Ying Matties – lives with family in Howard County; fun fact: potty mouth when speaking English but never 
cursed in native language 

Patricia Silva – she/her/hers; immigrant and mother; lived in Howard County for 13 years; involved with 
parent advocacy groups; fun fact: switches the dates on invites to parties; will show up the day prior to the 
party based on the date 

Ashley Alston – native of North Carolina; moved to Elkridge in June and excited to get to know all the 
faces that are part of the Task Force; District Aide to Dr. Jones of District 2.  

Lauren Marra – Founder and CEO of Groundwork Partners; purpose is to facilitate the subgroup through 
the research phase, synthesizing and sense making to report development and helping support the Task 
Force in preparing recommendations for the County Council. Fun Fact: daughter of an educator; mother 
birthed her in a classroom; both daughters were fed in principals offices  



Mavis Ellis –she/her/hers; current BOE chair with 1 meeting left in December; been an educator for over 50 
years; member of the National Education Association; fun fact: enjoys working out every day around 5:30 
AM  

Erika Chavarria – Spanish teacher at Wilde Lake HS; part of organizations related to racial justice and 
education; founder of Columbia Community Care; fun fact: lived in Costa Rica for 5 years; from New 
Mexico so moving to MD was a bit of a shock  

Ginnie Gick – she/her/hers; District Aide to Councilmember Jung; fun fact: received an espresso machine 
from Tom Hanks 

Grace Ko – student member & senior at Reservoir HS; fun fact: enjoys running, especially cross country 
and track 

Meina Liu – she/her/hers; professor at George Washington University; serves on a few boards; fun fact: 
nervous when using she/he as in the Chinese language they sound the same so has to be mindful not to 
mix them when speaking 

Michael Harris – he/him/his; Special Assistant to Dr. Jones of District 2; provides resources and tools to 
ensure the Task Force is successful in their endeavor 

Theo Wimberly – staff to Howard County Council; work with all 5 council members in drafting legislation; 
worked for the county for about 20 years and worked with Dr. Jones and councilmember Rigby to draft 
the Racial Equity Task Force legislation 

Councilmember Opel Jones – thanked everyone for their participation for the Education subgroup; fun 
fact: always busy going non-stop   

Discussion: Monthly meeting, website and Vice Chair position 

Karen resumed the meeting agenda by discuss the Monthly meeting schedule  

Task Force discussed what days and times are best for their schedule and it was decided to provide 
Mondays or Wednesdays either 5 PM - 7 PM or 7 PM – 9 PM for start time.  

Ashley A. discussed the council website and Task Force email address; it was stated that the page would 
be live the date of the all-Task Force Kickoff meeting. The email address will also be provided in case Task 
Force members or the public would like to provide additional information to any of the subgroups.  

Ashley A provided a reminder about the Kickoff meeting on Thursday November 19th 4:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

Theo provided comments that the meeting would be recorded; as a reminder the body is a part of the 
County Council and reminded the subgroup that all the meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Act 
and at any time the public can and will be watching. 

Karen moved the meeting to discuss the Vice Chair position; provided feedback to the subgroup that in 
the event she must miss a meeting/having someone step in to assist will be helpful. Jackie did also offer 
of her services to assist Karen if needed. Lauren Marra, facilitator also provided language in which she 
would support the chair and any others that at times may take on a leadership role. At the time of 
discussion, no members were prepared to take on the position fully, but left room for it to be a discussion 
in future meetings.  



Closing:  

Natalie Pretzello provided her introduction; Gorman Crossing teaches band and string; fun fact: has a 
room with 17+ instruments. 

Question from Patricia Silva about the chat feature in WebEx; Theo provided an answer that it is disabled 
at this time due to the Open Meetings Act.  

Karen asked for questions and closed the meeting out with the importance of this Education subgroup’s 
work.  

 


